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Folk Literature in Western Part of India

Kunjal Patel

The research paper centralizes the folk literature particularly focusing
on the western part of India and its contribution in the growth and
development of the literary discourses. It is vibrant, rich and also deeply
rooted in the region’s history, culture and traditions. It reflects the diversity
and artistic heritage of states like Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and
Goa. The paper is about the oral and also the written folk literature.
Rooted in oral traditions it includes epics, ballads, songs, myths and
tales that reflect the values, history and collective consciousness of
communities. This paper includes the forms, themes, and significance
of folk literature. The paper also look into the famous writers, who gave
folklore a stage and fulfill the field of literature.

Introduction

Folk literature is oral and performative tradition passed down from
generation to generation by performing and telling to each other. It often
includes music, dance, visuals, and art making it a good experience.
The western states such as Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Goa,
showcases a rich variety of folklore that includes ballads, tales, epics,
songs and dramatic performances. These literary forms are not just
forms of entertainment but also vehicles for preserving history, teaching
moral values, and fostering community identity.

In Gujarat, Bhavai performances and Garba songs highlight blend of
devotion, satire and festivity, while in Rajasthan, romantic folklore and
heroic ballads celebrate the valor and sacrifice of rajput kings and
warriors. Maharashtra’s Pawada ballads and Lavani songs vividly depict
themes of spirituality and rural life, whereas Goa’s Mando and Dekhni
songs reflect a unique fusion of Indian and Portuguese cultures. Folk
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literature in these regions is deeply intertwined with festivals, rituals,
and daily lives of people; acting as a repository of local languages,
traditions, and societal values.

Forms of folk literature in Western India

The folk literature of Gujarat includes in it the various style of Duhas,
Chhandas, Ashtaks, Bhajans, Garbas and Raasadaas. And popular
Guijarati folk songs include “Mari Chundadi Na Katka Char”, “Chando
Ugyo Chowkma” and “Dudhe Te Bhari Talavdi”.

Bhavai - A popular folk theater form, blending storytelling, satire, and
dance. Bhavai often revolves around social issues and devotion to local
deities. It is performed in an open air setting. Bhavai is believed to have
originated in the 14" century, with Asait Thakar, a brahmin from Gujarat,
credited as its founder.

Dayro -1t is popular folk storytelling and singing tradition performed
primarily in rural areas and community gatherings. The tradition has
strong roots in the oral culture of Gujarat and serves as both
entertainment and a medium for cultural and spiritual education.

Garba and Raas - Folk songs and dances performed during Navaratri,
symbolize devotion to Goddess Amba. Garba celebrates the feminine
energy and is an expression of devotion, joy and togetherness. Raas
encourages teamwork, rhythm, and festive energy, making it a social
and spiritual experience.

Folk literature in Rajasthan is rich in oral narratives that emphasize
bravery, love, and spirituality. Rajasthan has seven cultural regions which
have different forms of folk literature derived from the local life-style,
customs and traditions. Some of the well known folk forms are -

Pabuji Ki Phad - One of the Rajasthan’s most famous epic ballads, it
narrates the life and heroic deeds of Pabuji a folk deity and rajput
warrior.

Devnarayan Ki Phad - This epic is dedicated to Devnarayan, a hero-
deity believed to be an incarnation of Vishnu. Tales of Rani Padmini
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recounts the valor and sacrifice. She was the queen of Chittorgarh,
known for her legendary beauty and “Jauhar”.

Gavari — It is a dance drama performed by the Bhil Adivasis of South
Rajasthan. It is performed for forty days by a troup of amateur
performers moving from one village to another. This is a ritual dance
drama form which involves worship as well as entertainment.

Maharashtra’s folk tradition emphasize heroism, spirituality, and rural
life.

Powada — Powada are ballads that celebrate the heroic exploits of
Maratha leaders such as Shivaji Maharaj. The art form was used to
glorify Shivaji’s valor, his battles against the Mughals, and his leadership
in establishing a Sovereign Maratha state.

Lavani — A rhythmic dance and song form that blends romance, social
commentary and humor. It is known for its energetic rhythm and vibrant
performance. The dance form is characterized by its fast-paced
movements and intricate footwork, often accompanied by the Dholki
and Harmonium.

Bhakti Literature — Compositions by saint-poets like Tukaram,
Namdev, and Sant Dnyaneshwar focus on devotion, equality, and
spirituality.

In Goa, the folk literature exhibits the cultural fusion of Indian and
Portuguese influence.

Mando and Dekhni — These are songs of love, devotion and daily life
sung to Portuguese musical instruments. It is characterized by its slow,
melancholic tunes and poetic lyrics, often reflecting themes of love,
longing and devaotion.

Themes and Motifs in Folk Literature

Western Indian folk literature revolves around several recurring themes:

1. Heroism and Valor — Folk literature from Western India is heavily
influenced by stories of heroes and warriors. Tales of Rajput kings
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like Maharana Pratap, Maratha warriors like Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mharaj, and folk heroes like Pabuji, Tejaji emphasize bravery, valor
and sacrifice.

Love and Romance — Themes of romantic love and separation in
tales like Moomal and Rano, Dhola and Maru, and Rani Padmini
highlight the deep emotions of love and the challenges faced by
lovers due to societal, family or external obstacles.

Spirituality and Devotion — The worship of local deities and divine
figures plays an important role in folk literature. Narratives
surrounding deities like Goddess Durga, Shiva and regional deities
like Devnarayan and Raja Jagannath emphasize faith and miracles.

Caste and Class Struggle — Many folk tales touch upon issues of
Caste and Class. They often features themes of social justice where
the oppressed characters challenge the established hierarchies or
fight for equality.

Women’s Empowerment — The motif of the empowered woman
is common in folk literature , particularly in tales of heroic women
like Rani Padmini, who takes a stand against the invaders, or Gaur
Bai, who fights for justice.

Nature and Environment — The folk literature of Western India
often portrays a deep connection with nature. The natural landscape
rivers, deserts, mountains, and forests becomes a significant part of
the narrative, symbolizing both challenges and resources.

Famous Writers

1.

Narsinh Mehta — Narsinh Mehta was 15" century Guijarati poet
and composer who wrote folk songs, including Bhajans and
Prabhatiya that are still sung today. His famous work is “Vaishnav
Jan To Tene Kahiye”, that become the anthem for peace and
compassion.

Zaverchand Meghani — Zaverchand Meghani is one of the most
celebrated folk writers of Gujarat in the 20" century, known as
“The Father of Gujarati Folk Literature”. His famouse works are
“Gujarat ni Gatha”, and “Saurashtra ni Rashdhar”.
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3. Kavi Kumbhan - Kavi Kumbhan was one of the earliest poets of
Rajasthan, a contemporary of Rana Kumbha of Mewar. His notable
work is “Rana Kumbha Prabandh”. He also composed “Vishnu
Stuti”.

4. Sankhala Kavi— Sankhala Kavi is known for his romantic ballads
that becomes part of the rich oral tradition of Rjasthan. He is well-
known for his poems on Dhola and Maru, Moomal and Rano.

5. Sant Tukaram — Sant Tukaram is one of the most revered poets
and saints of Maharashtra and a prominent figure in the Bhakti
Movement. He is known for his Abhanga and Kirtans that express
his deep devotion to Lord Vithoba. His devotional poetry is still
sung widely in Maharashtra especially in Kirtan and Bhajan
traditions.

6. Kavi Bhushan — Kavi Bhushan was a renowned Marathi poet
who is known for his poetry and ballads that reflects the historical
and cultural milieu of Maharashtra. His famous work “Raja Shivaji”
glorifies the greatness of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and the
Maratha empire.

7. Krishnadas Sharma — Krishnadas Sharma is regarded as one of
the earliest literary figures Goa. Writing during the Pre-portuguese
era, he is credited with creating early works that reflected
mythological themes. He is known for his “Mahabharata” retelling
in Konkani.

8. Ravindra Kelekar — Ravindra Kelekar was an influential Konkani
writer and artivist who drew inspiration from folk traditions, customs,
and life of Goa. Notable works include “Himalayant” and “Vachik
Shuddhi”.

Conclusion

The folk literature of the western part of India reflects the region’s rich
cultural, historical and spiritual heritage passed down orally through
generations. In Gujarat, forms like Bhavai, Dayro and Garba celebrate
devotion and social life. Rajasthan’s folk literature exemplified by heroic
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ballads and tales of love. Maharashtra’s Abhanga, Lavni, and Powada
showcase a mix of spirituality and social reforms. Goa’s Mando, Dekhni
performances reflect a harmonious blend of Hindu, Christian and
Portuguese influences, celebrating love, devotion, heroism, nature, love
and social reform making these oral and written traditions relevant even
today. Prominent folk writers and performers continue to inspire future
generations.
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